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From Ms. Patricia 
 

Dear KK Parents, 
What another fast moving week. The weeks are zoom-
ing by as we fold into week five after the weekend.  
 
Barney’s presence at MZIS has been well valued this 
week.  We see him leave tomorrow morning and will 
return to site, March 20th, 2011.  
 
This week, we welcome the ISA testing.  Tuesday 
(14th) and Wednesday (15th) morning has been set 
aside for this task.  
 
The Interactions programme has been running for 4 
years at MZIS and every year it seems to be getting 
better. This would not be possible without the dedica-
tion of our MZIS teachers. I would like to thank Ibu 
Maria and Craig and Kerry Lollback, Ange Martinez 
and Ben Barrington Higgs  for collaborating these valu-
able moments. 
 
We enjoyed a brilliant assembly this morning, pre-
sented by Mrs Monchilov’s Grade2 and 3 class. I am 
continually surprised at the independence of our stu-
dents and the level of professional delivery at our 
school assemblies.  Thank you to all parents who at-
tended this event this morning. Your attendance ech-
oes the support we have in our small community. It is 
so greatly noted and appreciated. 
 

Enjoy the weekend.  P :> 

From the Student/Parent Handbook 
P 17, Section 6.7 Parent Enquiries 
Parents are welcome to visit the school to discuss 
their children’s achievement, curriculum involvement 
or welfare at any time. Appointments can be made 
through the school office to meet with teachers (in 
the first instance) or the Principal. 
  
Please note—We want to protect instructional time 
so parents should avoid “dropping into class”. If you 
have a concern that you would like to discuss, 
please make an appointment with the teacher. 
  
P17, Section 6.8  Procedures for Resolving 
Concerns 
  
We believe all problems have a solution and that 
most problems can be quickly and easily resolved, 
given open and honest communication. It is, how-
ever, incumbent on the parent to raise concerns with 
appropriate school personnel. We also believe that 
issues need to be resolved at the lowest level possi-
ble, before they are escalated. Therefore, the follow-
ing procedures should be followed when trying to 
bring resolution to a problem: 
  
If a parent has a concern which is directly related to 
the classroom, please make an appointment with the 
teacher involved. If this meeting does not resolve the 
issue then make an appointment to meet with the 
school principal. If this meeting does not resolve the 
issue, please make an appointment to meet with the 
Superintendent. If the problem or concern has not 
been resolved by the Superintendent, then the par-
ent has the right to have their concern/issue re-
viewed by the school Executive, by placing their con-
cern in writing and asking the Superintendent to 
pass it to the Executive. 
  
If a parent has a concern which is a matter of inter-
pretation of school policy, or an operational concern 
which is not directly related to the classroom, then it 
is appropriate to go straight to the principal or super-
intendent. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Mon. 20th Feb: Middle School Extended 
Study 
Sat 17th March: St Patrick’s Day Celebra-
tion and KK Variety Show  
Tues 20th March: Barney’s return to site. 



Students Off-site for A Prolonged Period 
We have been receiving requests, from parents who are off site, to provide curriculum materials for 

their children. While we are willing to provide materials for a short period of time, we must stress 

that an integral part of the inquiry method of educating children is the interaction children have in 

the classroom. We have had extensive discussions on the merits and pitfalls of providing work for 

children who are off site, and therefore, as an administrative team, we will be implementing the fol-

lowing policy: 

  

When children are absent from school, we will provide work for a a maximum of 2 weeks, unless the 

family is away from jobsite on an approved medical leave. For absences greater than two weeks, we 

will provide families with a list of websites that can be accessed anywhere in the world, which will 

give activities that will enable parents to continue exploring learning opportunities in Mathematics, 

Reading comprehension, and websites that will allow children to continue the inquiry process through 

a series of connected activities. 

  

We fully understand, and respect the very difficult decisions made by families to keep their children 

away from the present situation. However, we would like to stress that we believe all children should 

be enrolled in a "formal school setting", if even as a temporary measure. 
  

From the PYP Coordinator… 

 
What is the PYP perspective on assessment? Part Two 

The PYP approach to assessment recognizes the importance of assessing the process of inquiry as 

well as the product(s) of inquiry, and aims to integrate and support both. The teachers record the 

details of inquiries initiated by students in order to look for an increase in the substance and depth 

of the inquiry. The teacher considers: 

If the nature of the students’ inquiry develops over time – if they are asking questions of more 

depth, that are likely to enhance their learning substantially 

If students are becoming aware that real problems require solutions based on the integration of 

knowledge that spans and connects many areas 

If students are demonstrating mastery of skills 

If students are accumulating a comprehensive knowledge base and can apply their understanding 

to further their inquiries successfully 

If students are demonstrating both independence and an ability to work collaboratively 

The assessment component of our school’s curriculum is subdivided into three closely related areas. 

Assessing – how we discover what the students know and have learned 

Recording – how we choose to collect and analyze data 

Reporting – how we choose to communicate information 

Please look for more information about the assessing, recording and reporting components of our as-

sessment in upcoming newsletters.  If you have any further questions on assessment in the PYP, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Trish Phyall 

 

 



 
 

 


