Kuala Kencana, Newsletter

Februarg 17,2012

From Ms Fatricia

Dear KK Parents,

This week has been a busy week indeed.... Next
week will see us half way through this long ferm. I
cannot believe how fast this term has travelled so
far.

For Hot Lunch this week, Trang, Mel and Alex will
be in the hot seat 'cheffing' a Sausage Sizzle.
Sadly, I will miss this favourite meal of mine as I
will be up in TPRA. DRATS!

The ISAs have finished and are now ready for
postage. Another job well done! Our kids didn't
seem to be too phased by the whole testing ex-
perience, which is great to see. They obviously feel
very comfortable and safe in their scholastic en-
vironment.

We have re-commenced our Curriculum Planning
days, with K and 61 completing next year's curricu-
lum outline last Tuesday. Next week, we have G4
and 5, as well as P3 and 4 working towards a more
robust curriculum, which makes for part of the
discussion during the Parent Curriculum Night,
this coming Monday, at 6pm. Don't forget!

Please find next year's calendar on the second
page of this newsletter. Please note the starting
date for next year, 2012-2013.

Have a great weekend! P

DATES TO REMEMBER

Mon. 20th Feb: Middle School Extended Study

ariety Show
Fri 9th Mar: ASAs finish
Tues 20th March: Barney’s return to site.

f:rom the FYF Coordinator

Assessing: How do we discover what students have
learned?

The assessment process is divided into three categories:
Pre-assessment, formative assessment and summative
assessment.

Assessing the students’ prior knowledge (pre-
assessment) and experience, as well as monitoring their
achievement enable teachers to plan and refine their
teaching to meet the needs of each child.

Formative assessment provides information that is used
in order to plan the next stage of learning. It is inter-
woven with learning and helps teachers and students to
find out what the students already know and can do. For-
mative assessment and teaching are directly linked and
function purposefully fogether. Formative assessment
aims to promote learning by giving regular and frequent
feedback to students and parents. This helps students
to improve knowledge and understanding, to foster en-
thusiasm for learning, to engage in thoughtful reflection,
to develop the capacity for self-assessment, and to rec-
ognize the criteria for success. There is evidence that
increased use of formative assessment particularly helps
those students who are low achievers to make significant
improvements in their understanding.

Summative assessment gives teachers, parents and stu-
dents a clear insight into students understanding. Sum-
mative assessment is the culmination of the learning
process and gives the students opportunities o demon-
strate what they have learned. It can assess several ele-
ments simultaneously: it informs and improves student
learning as well as the teaching process; it measures un-
derstanding of the central idea and prompts students
towards action.

Please look for more information about effective assess-
ment practices in an upcoming newsletter. If you have
any further questions on assessment in the PYP, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Trish Phyall




MZIS CALENDAR
2012-2013
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What's Happening in Grade 2 and 3

Grade Two and Three Hosting The Parent Assembly and
Performing the folk take, The Origin of Rice:

The students in grades two and three hosted their first
parent assembly last week. They also read, dramatize, and
performed a shadow puppet play with Indonesian "Wayan
Kulit" puppets they made in class. They used Indonesian
Batik to inspire their puppet designs and to decorate the

. | stage they utilized for story telling a folk tale from Indo-
nesia called, The Origin of Rice. They realized how much
work and creativity is involved in a Wayan Kulit presenta-
tion which allowed them to experience empathy and appre-
ciation for Indonesian performers. They also learned
about the process of Indonesian Batik-making and they
concluded that it also takes many days and sometimes
weeks to create a beautiful piece of Batik. Through these
activities they were encouraged to keep an open-mind to
the many and wonderful ways people from our host country
express themselves, which is precisely the unit of inquiry
under study at this time, How We Express Ourselves
through the Arts. Thank you to all the parents attending
our school assemblies for being supportive and enthusias-
tic about learning!  Ms Elo




